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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 5558 

CORRECTEDCOPY (REF. A.) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR GR CY 

SUBJECT: GREECE DENIES REPORTS OF SOVIET OFFERS OF ASSISTANCE 

REFS: A. ATHENS 5556 (EXDIS) 

B. ATHENS 5548 

1. AS WE HAVE REPORTED, BOTH LEFT AND RIGHT WING 
ATHENS PRESS IN RECENT DAYS HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO CREATE 
IMPRESSION THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS OFFERED ACTIVE SUPPORT 
TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT IN ITS DISPUTE WITH TURKEY OVER 
CYPRUS. THIS HAS TAKEN THE FORM OF SPECULATIVE REPORTS 
THAT IN MEETINGS WITH MAVROS SOVIET AMB YEZHOV PROMISED 
MILITARY AND ECONOMIC AID TO GREECE AND INTERVENTION OF 
THE SOVIET MEDITERREAN FLEET IF TURKEY THREATENED TO 
INVADE GREECE. THESE WILDLY INACCURATE REPORTS, COUPLED 
WITH EQUALLY TENDENTIOUS CHARGES OF US SUPPORT FOR TURKEY, 
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AS HE INDICATED TO ME LAST NIGHT (REF B). HIS CONCERN 

HAS DOUBTLESS BEEN COMPOUNDED BY FACT THAT SOVIET EMBASSY 

HAS APPEARED TO CONFIRM REPORTS BY ITS SILENCE. 

2. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS LATE YESTERDAY ISSUED FOLLOWING DENIAL: 

3. TEXT: NOTHING CONTAINED IN REPORTS ON THE 
SOVIET ATTITUDE IS CONSISTENT WITH REALITY. ON THE 
CONTRARY, IT MAY BE ASSERTED RELIABLY THAT ACTUAL STEPS 
TAKEN BY THE SOVIET UNION SO FAR TEND RATHER TO SERVE 
TURKISH POSITIONS ON THE PROBLEM. END TEXT. 

4. THE RELEASE WAS CARRIED PROMINENTLY IN ALL PAPERS 

THIS MORNING, INCLUDING COMMUNIST AVGHI WHICH COMPLAINED 
THAT THE GOG ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT SOVIET ATTITUDE "CAUSES 
QUESTIONS AND ANXIETIES AT A TIME WHEN GREECE "NEEDS 
ALLIES AND SUPPORTERS". 

5. GREECE DOES INDEED NEET ALLIES AND SUPPORTERS 

AND GOG STATEMENT SHOWS A CLEAR-HEADED PERCEPTION ON THE 
PART OF CARAMANLIS ABOUT WHERE GREECE IS LIKELY TO FIND 
THEM AND WHERE ITS REAL INTERESTS LIE. THE WILLINGNESS 
OF THE GOG TO KNOWK DOWN SPECULATION OF THIS KIND, WHICH 
IN SHORT-RANGE TACTICAL TERMS MIGHT HAVE BEEN DEEMED 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO GHE GREEK POSITION AT GENEVA, IS A FURTHER 
INDICATION THAT CARAMANLIS IS DETERMINED TO RESIST SOVIET 
EXPLOITATION OF THE CYPRUS QUESTION TO INCREASE ITS 
INFLUENCE IN GREECE AND THE EASTERN MEDITERREAN. 

TASCA 
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